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Paul Raciborski 
has been 
climbing a 
learning curve 
in more ways 
than one.
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Welsh Stick Chair
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Paul’s Chairs
BAD TIMING

While walking across a gully a freak acci-
dent changed Paul’s life forever. A boul-
der dislodged itself further up the moun-
tain, raced down the gully that Paul was 
traversing and swept him off his feet and 
down a 5m cliff! Multiple fractures and 
a traumatic brain injury turned Paul into 
a rag doll. A Westpac helicopter airlifted 
him to Christchurch hospital. Paul was 
in a coma for two weeks, had seven sur-
geries in five days, followed by three and 
a half months as an in-patient. A year of 
rehabilitation had Paul relearning how to 
eat, speak, write and walk.

Paul made an excellent recovery and is 
now on the board of Synapse (Australia's 
Brain Injury Organisation). When I spoke 
to Paul, he said his recovery was due to 
tremendous support from family, friends 
and work, minimal frontal lobe injury, an 
inner drive to move forward and building 
projects found in Australian Woodsmith.

Woodwork has helped him recover 
his ability to plan, concentrate, hone his 
fine motor skills and fill his house with 
furniture that he has made.

Paul Raciborski's love of mountaineer-
ing has seen him conquer Mont Blanc 
in France three times. In 2003 his pas-
sion for mountain climbing took him to 
the South Island of New Zealand with a 

The heirloom project from Issue 162 that inspired Paul to have a go at building a Welsh stick 
chair. He modified the design, kept the seat geometry build, but built tall backs.

plan to climb Mt Cook. Part of the prepa-
rations for the climb was to acclimatise 
with a couple of alpine walks so that he 
and his family would be fit enough for 
the challenge. 
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RARE CHAIRS
Paul has three degrees behind him and 
has had a successful career in corporate 
management. Woodwork has always 
been a life-long hobby.

Woodturning was a skill that Paul 
was keen to learn, so three years ago he 
enrolled in a weekend turning course at 
Trend Timbers and got hooked. In quick 
succession he bought a Carbatec lathe, 
a brace of Robert Sorby turning chisels, 
an EdgePro to keep them keen and some 
serious dust protection to keep his lungs 
in order.

Around the same time Paul spent a 
week in the Upper Hunter doing a resi-
dential course with Howard Archbold 
(from Rare Chairs) building a Welsh 
stick chair on a traditional pole lathe. 
His wife Julie was impressed but need-
ed nine more to fit the jarrah dining ta-
ble (that Paul had also built).

Paul was stoked when he opened Is-
sue 162 of Australian Woodsmith and 
saw the plans for a Welsh stick chair.  A 
visit to Trend Timbers to purchase some 
American white oak and Paul was well 

on his way to building the featured chair. 
Paul then blended the design of the chair 
he had made with Howard Archbold and 
our chair to craft his tall dining chairs. 
The chair with the castors is for his desk.

It is a real pleasure to feature Paul and 
his chairs on these pages. When Paul 
sent in his photos for our gallery pages, 
we thought they deserved to be show-
cased in their own right. Paul is not only 
a clever woodworker; he is also a poster 
boy for brain injury recovery and the 
power of woodwork as a therapy. W

Prescription safety glasses, full visor face 
shield, earmuffs and ducted dust collection 
keep Paul safe in his workshop

Each seat was fabricated out of three pieces 
of oak dominoed together and glued with 
Tite-Bond.

Notice the leg billets to the left have all been predrilled with a drill guide. Paul is systematic 
with his preparation, planning and execution. The American white oak is kiln dried and stable, 
making it a good choice for the chairs.

To reduce "chatter" when turning the spindles Paul reduces the speed of the lathe while 
roughing down to a round. The final cut is done with a large skew chisel.


